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His Eminence Most Rev. Dr. Antony Cardinal Padiyara, the then patron
of St. Berchmans was welcoming the celebrities and the other
participants, present at the inaugural function of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations.

As usual, the Archbishop began with an ancedote. But this time the
whole thing was a quotation! He said it. | am quoting the “Govemor of
Madras, Mr, Prakasha. The governor, had narrated it on an earlier
occasion, while welcoming a group of delegates from the UNO to the
beauty spots of the cool hills of the Nilgiris in Ootty,

The incident is this. A native guide was taking a foreign tourist round
the town of Kottagiri. He assured the foreigner, “Sir, you are, indeed,
very lucky to be here in Kottagiri, which has the very best climate of the
world.” What the guide gave was a very fascinating, but exaggerated,
description of the salubrious climate there and concluded, “Sir, the
climate here is so fine that nobody dies here.” Hardly had he finished
his words when a funeral procession was passing along the road.
When the tourist drew attention to this paradox, the guide just coolly
remarked: “Well, that is the funeral of the grave digger, here and around,
who died of starvation!™

Ofcourse, | cannot say | am taking you to any place which has the most
salubrious climate of the world or that nobody dies there. But | am
welcoming vou to a ‘magic world of ennichment, enchantment and scenic
beauty®, where love's labour is not lost, where you can find lots of
dedication and sincenity, where lakhs are led to greater and greater heights
of excellence, where the sky is the only limit. You will find here a world
where most “strive to seek, to find and not 1o veild™.




What follows is certainly a very simple, humble, sincere, honest,
afTectionate attempt to recollect the merry reminiscences of an ardent
son of St, Berchmans, the most prestigious citadel of learning in Kerala,
He had the grace of doing his high school and college, including his
research, in a rather new field--Indian English Lietrature-in this hallowed
institution. In addition, he could be a professor here for 22 years. Tenderly
and endearingly does he love his *alma mater,’

The attempt is neither fully historical nor totally systematic and scientific.
It should be estimated for what it is - reminiscences, Nevertheless, as
order is heaven’s first law, you find something of it throughout the work.
The terrestrial man is encompassed by time and history. Hence the latter
two are also given seats,

The author would love very much his ‘labour of love' to be his glorious
tribute to his ‘dear, dear mother, St. Berchmans. ‘Navathi’ is the
immediate, tempaoral *provocation.'

If, there be any credit, it is solely his Creator's, The defects proclaim his
imperfections and ignorance - - * pure ignorance, pure ignorance.” Hence
he has no apologies to any body, Except unto God, the author 1s
answerable to none.

The author raises his heart in humble worship and thanksgiving to his
good God for the choicest of His blessings. He thanks his dearest Mother
Mary, his protectress, the nine choirs of angels, all the saints, his own
devout and dedicated guardian angel, and the suffering souls in Purgatory,
who are consistently requested to offer their sufferings for the good of
the world, his family and himself.

This humble tribute is dedicated first and foremost o my merciful God
and the heavenly choir, especially to my heavenly Mother, our heavnly
patron St. Berchmans, my elder sister *Little Queen and my elder brother
Juvan and not the least, to my father, mother, brothers and sisters, my
grand parents, my most beloved teachers and my dear, dear students,
my mighty liquid bank balance.

Deo Gratias
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